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I am just finishing two years as the Fire Chief here in Tilton and Northfield and I am continuing to learn 

about the history, cultures, and traditions of the District. I moved into my new house last February and 

enjoyed watching the Patriots win the Super Bowl there. I still have some small projects to do to finish the 

landscaping and hope to complete them this coming spring. Many thanks to the local tradesmen who 

worked on the construction of my house. 

The District, as well as the State, had a very busy fire season this past spring. The many large fires that 

took place stretched not only our local resources, but also those of the State. The fire we had off of Route 

140 in Northfield was the largest brush fire in the District’s history and was fought for five days with the 

help of fire departments from 43 towns. During that time, the fire department also responded to and 

fought many other brush as well as multiple structure fires. I am very proud of the dedicated and hard 

work that the members of the department provided the community during that very busy time. 

One of the many goals I had for the past year was to implement a new and extensive preventative 

maintenance program for the District’s vehicle fleet. I am happy to state that the plan has been in effect 

for one year now. The extensive inspection program found many underlying issues within the fleet. Those 

issues have been addressed and will help to prolong the service life of our fleet going forward. This 

program will continue and will address issues as they arise, fixing small problems before they become big 

problems, helping to keep vehicle repair costs in check.  

The Call Company increased its participation in both emergency responses and training this year, This 

Department could not provide the services needed within the District without the integrated skills and time 

the Call Company provides the Department and the Community.  

As a result of the District Meeting vote last year, the Fire Commissioners formed a Facilities Committee to 

determine the District’s facility needs going forward. The Committee has been meeting since the summer 

and is currently working on current and future space needs for the Department as well as possible 

locations for a new facility. The Committee is working very hard so as to meet the needs of the 

Department and the Community. The Fire Commissioners have hired Kyle Barker of Warrenstreet as the 

Facility Consultant and he is working with the Facility Committee as needed. 

I want to thank all the community organizations who have helped the department throughout the year. I 

also want to thank all the employees, both career and call who have provided an excellent service to our 

District. The services provided within our District could not happen without the dedicated and professional 

work of our employees. 

Finally, I want to let everyone know that if there is ever a question or comment about the Department, or if 

you would like a tour of our facilities, my door is always open. Please contact me so that we can discuss 

your concerns. It is our goal to provide a professional service with customer satisfaction and safety held in 

the highest regard. 

Michael W. Sitar, Jr., MPA 
Fire Chief 
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